50 Dy with Jesus

Follow the Healing JoUrney from Passover to Pentecost

Old Testament

For Israel, Passover celebrates
deliverance from Egyptian slavery,
and Pentecost was the visitation of s e
God on Mt. Sinai. Passover

~50 days between Passover & Pentecost~

New Testament

For Christians. Passover represents

Christ’s deliverance of slavery to sin,
and Pentecost is the fiery visitation g
of the Holy Spirit! e o




50 Doys with Jesus

Follow the Healing Journey from Passover to Pentecost

Old Testament

God'’s single purpose for Israel was to bring them out of bondage and into
their purpose. Some Rabbis even consider Passover and Pentecost all one
holiday, so closely are they linked. They specifically taught that Passover
was not complete without Pentecost. In fact, another Hebrew name for
Pentecost is, Atsereth Pesach, meaning: the completion of Passover.

We see this by looking at the Jewish calendar: on the second day of
Passover, observant Jews count the days until Pentecost in a practice
called Counting the Omer ("omer” means, sheaf of wheat). Within these 5o
days, they commemorate the wilderness journey between Egypt and Mt.
Sinai, when God led his people out of slavery and into their commissioning
as a nation.

Pentecost is seen as the culmination of the Passover liberation.
Passover = Freedom from bondage
Pentecost = Liberty with a Purpose

New Testament

As mirrored in the New Testament, the 5o days between Passover and
Pentecost was a wilderness time for the church too. After the cross, the
disciples had to figure out a new purpose and identity. Scared, disil-
lusioned, and overwhelmed, the disciples were wanted men when Jesus
died — it would be hard to go back to the old life. Yet after the Holy Spirit
was released at Pentecost, they were launched into a new destiny of
becoming fiery preachers for the first church. The 5o days between
these two feasts changed everything and contain some of the tende-
rest, power-packed moments between Jesus with his disciples. They offer
a grand tour into Christ’s leadership style as he prepared them for a new
season, linking the old to the new.



50 Ve with Jesus

Follow the Healing Journey from Passover to Pentecost

Pentecost is also the feast where the wheat harvest offering was brought to the temple, and it’s
called the “Feast of Weeks,” because they counted 7 weeks from Passover to Pentecost.

On the Jewish calendar; the 50 days between the feasts were a countdown called
“Counting the Omar:” (Omar means “sheaf” of wheat.)
While waiting for Pentecost, they were counting the days!

It was during the "Counting of the Omer” that Jesus appeared and equipped his disciples for
their mission. As good Jews, they would have also been counting the days on their calendar,
even while their hearts returned from sorrow to joy. Fresh hope stirred!

By studying the timeline, we’ll discover a fascinating outline of how Jesus appeared to
significant leaders and practically equipped them for service.
These were no random appearances: these were powerful leadership moves from the resur-
rected Lord to prepare for the outpouring of the Spirit!
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